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The Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Regulations 2013 (“the 

Regulations”) became law in the UK on the 1st of January 2014 and replaced the 

2006 Regulations. The new Regulations transpose the main provisions of 

Directive 2012/19/EU on WEEE which recasts the previous Directive 2002/96/EC. 

These regulations also provide for a wider range of products to be covered by the 

Directive with effect from 1st January 2019. 

 

The WEEE Directive set collection, recycling and recovery targets for all types of 

electrical goods, the symbol adopted by the European Council to represent waste 

electrical and electronic equipment comprised a crossed out wheelie bin with or 

without a single black line underneath the symbol. The black line indicates that goods 

have been placed on the market after 2005, when the Directive came into force. Goods 

without the black line were manufactured between 2002 and 2005. 

 

Under the regulation, producers of WEEE products are obliged to participate in 

recovery and recycling schemes aimed at reducing the amount of end of life electrical 

and electronic equipment entering the waste stream. Producers must make declarations 

about the amount of product recovered from consumers, aiming at a mass balance. In 

some cases where products contain valuable materials or components, such as copper 

in cable, existing recycling systems can be very effective in minimising the amount of 

product that is landfilled. 

 

The WEEE Regulations apply to finished products. Components, sub-assemblies, 

consumables and spares are usually exempt. However, accessories, such as 

headphones, computer keyboards, antennas and connecting cables, are classed as 

WEEE if they do not have a function by themselves and are only used with another 

product. 

 

Generally our products are considered components we are not affected by the WEEE 

Regulations however we will continue to monitor our supply chain accordingly. 

 

 

 
 


